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Tt is unbelievable that a democracy would dissolve a legitimate faith
community that has not been convicted of a crime. Religious communities
are often out of step with shifting cultural attitudes and political
winds. As such, they can be viewed as controversial, polarizing or even
strange, but that doesn’ t change their right to exist in a free society.
This move by the Japanese government violates the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights fundamental right to freedom of conscience. This will have a
chilling effect on all religions in Japan and throughout Asia. This
decision should be reversed.
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JAPAN Who pushed the legal campaign to dissolve Japan’ s Family
Federation?

Reports indicate that 191 lawyers were involved — and 99 are said to be
members of the Communist Party, with many others linked to socialist
parties. This raises serious questions about the ideological context behind

the case.
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These lawyers claimed to represent alleged victims and played a central
role in the legal campaign that ultimately led to the dissolution ruling
against the Family Federation. The case itself was unusual :

The dissolution was pursued without a criminal conviction against the
religious organization
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Critics argue the campaign reflects a broader climate of hostility toward
minority religions in Japan.UN Special Rapporteurs have also warned that
dissolving a religious organization based on vague notions of “public
welfare” risks violating international human rights law.
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The result?

Liquidators have already closed around 260 places of worship, leaving
hundreds of thousands of believers without their traditional religious
spaces. The question now being asked internationally:

Was this a legal process — or a political campaign?
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Religious freedom is tested most when applied to unpopular minorities.
Developments in Japan deserve careful international attention.
#ReligiousFreedom #FoRB #Japan
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